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1. Introduction  

1.1 Project background  

Biosis Pty Ltd was commissioned by Lend Lease Bouygues Joint Venture (LLBJV) to prepare a Biodiversity 
Offset Package (BOP) for  the NorthConnex project . The NorthConnex project will link  the M1 Pacific Motorway 
at Wahroonga to the Hills M2 Motorway at West Pennant Hills (the Project).   

The Project comprises the construction of two tunnels that will cover 9 kilome tres of two lane motorways 
(with the provision of a possible third lane) in each direction, six interchanges, four stages of M2 motorway 
integration works and five ancillary compounds to support the works. The Project is located within three Local 
Governme nt Areas (LGA); Hornsby, Ku-ring -gai and The Hills (Figure 1). 

This BOP has been developed to outline the package  to offset biodiversity values  impacted  upon as a result of 
the Project, in accordance with Condition of Approval (CoA) D47 of SSI-6136 (DP&E 2015). Updates to the BOP 
have been made , subsequent to the approval of the Mount Ku -ring -gai Batching Plant as an ancillary facility 
associated with  the Project , in June 2016. This BOP was developed in consultation with key stakeholders , 
including the NSW Department of Planning Industry and Environment (DPIE) �����Z�K�L�F�K���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�� Environment , 
Energy and Science Group  (EES), Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW)  and Transurban.  It should be noted 
�W�K�D�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����Q�D�P�H�V���X�V�H�G���K�H�U�H�L�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H��changed over the timeframe with which this BOP has been 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�����D�U�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���H�D�F�K���D�J�H�Q�F�\���V���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q�S�X�W���R�U���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

This BOP has been prepared and reviewed by qualified and licenced ecologists  and accredited BioBanking  
Assessors (under section 142B  (1) (a) of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 [TSC Act]), Callan Wharfe, 
and Jane Raithby-Veall of Biosis . The BOP forms an appendix to the Construction Flora and Fauna 
Management Plan ( CFFMP). The BOP has been guided by: 

�x Infrastructure Approval  (SS1-6136) (Department of Planning and Environment  [DP&E] 13 January 
2015). 

�x Mount Ku -ring -gai Batching Plant Ancillary Faci lity Approval (SSI-6136) (DP&E June 2016). 

�x The EIS: Volume 5, Technical working paper: Biodiversity (Eco Logical Australia [ELA] 2014). 

�x Approved construction footprint , provided by LLBJV (December 2014 ). 

�x Refined v egetation and associated offset v alues mapping  (Biosis 2018) (Figure 2; Appendix 1). 

�x Infrastructure Approval Administrative Conditions (DP&E 2015).  

�x Consultation with the aforementioned stakeholders . 

This BOP has been developed based on impacts to biodiversity values  that will  result from the  Project within 
the approved construction footprint (December 2014 ), and within the ancillary facility site at Beaumont Road, 
Mt - Ku-ring -gai. Impacted values that will be offset  include two NSW TSC Act listed threatened ecological 
communities , one threatened flora  species, habitat for a threatened fauna population and native vegetation 
that provides potential habitat for threatened fauna species (Figure 2; Appendix 1 ). The BOP specifically 
applies to those ar eas where residual impacts ( impacts that remain after avoidance and mitigation measures 
have been implemented)  have been identified , and outlines the strategy for  offset ting  in accordance with the 
six principles outlined by the NSW Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects (OEH 2014a).  

Infrastructure Approval SS1 -6136 (DP&E 2015) outline s the requirement for the BOP to be implemented for 
the approval of the Secretary of DP &E within 12 months of the commencement of construct ion. However, to 
allow for ongoing refinement in clearing limits , and resultant offset obligation s, DP&E approved a 24 month 



 

© Biosis  2018 �� Leaders in Ecology and Heritage Consulting  3 

extension to the finalisation of the BOP in June 2016, and another 12 month extension in May 2018. As such, 
the BOP was to be final ised and implemented by 30 June 2019.  However further extensions were provided by 
DPIE in a letter dated 14/1/2020 t �L�W�O�H�G���
Support to retire 43 ME001 ecosystem credits in the NSW Biodiversity 
Conservation Trust������which  stated that the final BOP is to be su bmitted within one month of retiring all 
biodiversity offset credits.   
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